JPNI

A patient experience
“In 2007 I started to experience chronic back pain and,
having exhausted all non-surgical options, decided the
only remedy was to have surgery. Given the nature of any
back surgery, I knew it was important to find the right and
preferably long-term solution for my problems. It was
encouraging to learn the physicians at JPNI were involved
in several large clinical trials, one of which investigated a
novel treatment already available
in Europe and Australia and was,
at the time, being trialed in the
USA. My chronic pain stemmed
from disc degeneration between
the L4 and L5 vertebrae and this
procedure was minimally invasive
and was not trying to remove or
replace anything. Instead, it was
designed to support and allow
normal motion of the back.
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“Following the 45-minute successful procedure in January
of 2008, I remained in the outpatient ward for a few hours
before being released later that day. Physical therapy and
a daily regime of core strengthening ensured that over
time my back recovered completely. These days I’m doing
things that I thought I would never do again, I am able to
swim and bicycle ‘pain free’ and enjoy the occasional run
while keeping up with my core exercises to strengthen my
back as I age.”
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On July 20, 2003, 22-year-old college student, Justin Parker, sustained a severe traumatic
brain injury due to an unfortunate accident. Justin’s family immediately came to Colorado
to be by his side. Local hospital staff, nurses and chaplain helped the Parker family
cope with several days of anguish and uncertainty until his death on July 31, 2003.
While they lost a son and brother, Justin’s family gained a community of friends in
Northern Colorado.
Shortly after Justin’s death, the Justin Parker Neurological Institute (JPNI) was
founded in 2003 by Boulder Neurosurgical & Spine Associates (BNA) surgeons,
Justin Parker
Justin’s father, Dr. John Parker, and his family in memory of their son and brother.
The Parker family wished to extend their appreciation to all the individuals involved in Justin’s care
during his last days, while also leaving a legacy wherein Justin’s name would be synonymous with
improving the lives of other individuals with neurosurgical conditions through clinical research.
JPNI is an accredited 501(c)(3) nonprofit scientific research organization primarily focusing on
brain and spine conditions including traumatic brain injury, tumors, degenerative spinal disorders
and pain syndromes. JPNI also provides fellowship and internship opportunities to neurosurgical
and orthopedic spine surgeons and students who are pursuing careers in medicine. Continued
medical education events are presented annually on the latest advancements in the treatment
of cranial and spinal disorders to promote evidence-based medicine to health care providers.
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All gifts are tax deductible in accordance with the law.
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